a2
. . : GIA-RDP83-00415R000300100040-2
‘. o siad sy PProved For Release 2008/ G ARG %000p
AN Rl el ' ~New “ar Department, Ruilding
7 July 1947
.,,"

i Country: flermany {Ruseien Zone) (;2)
Subjects 3oviet Use of Buchenwald Concentrabion Camp 25X1
25X1 25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1

1.

2. The Buchenwald camp was surrcunded in depth by three »ings of bulldinrs. The ouber
ring was oceupied by 400 "Red" MVIF troops charged with the arrest and ssarch of ‘
prisoners. The center ring housed "Black?® VD troops who actad as guards, work
supervisors and patrolmen; atrensth of thesa Lroops was approximately 400 men. T
Inner rine contsined "Interior Sector (IS)" MVi) persomnel » who handled top level

251 matters, includine the interroeation and ultimate disposal of prisonars.
25x1 L lComment: The color desi-nations auoted &bove aré eommenly used throushout

the lussian Zone,| | elthough they are not officlal terms. "Red" ,
troops wore prey-greenm uniforms wibth red shoulder tabs. "Plack® troops were garbed
in dark presn with black tabs. "I3" personuel wers dressed in blue green with
1ight blue tabs, with a light blue irpuser stripe and a lisht blue ring around
each sleeve and the cap erown,

3. The cemp consisted of Iirty-three buildings known as "blocks®. Fifteen of them
were gtons bulldings; the rest were of wooden construction. Hach block housed
one battalion of prisoners Ca;mroxi'nately 600 persons), subdivided into four
compenies for stone "bloeks" and two for wooden "blocka™. Companies were similar-
ly divided into platoons.

ke In danuary 1946, Buchenwald conteined twentyesix of thess battalions. Fourtea
of them, conaisting exelusively of persons from Thuringla, formed Regiment No. 1.
The remsining twelve battalions, compossd of p ople from the Berlin arsa, form d
25X1  Regiment No., 2. from Jamuery to September 1946, Lhe
two regiments hed @ strengih of 12,000 to 15 5000 prisoners. In addition to this

tatal, there were two female battalions occupying blocke 4O and 41, and approxi-
mately 1,000 minors lodged in bloeks 44,45, and 46,

Personalities : . ’
5+ The followine MYJ personalities were connected with the Buchenwald camp:
Colonel Petrov, chief of Lhe camp and troops.

Ileutonant Colonel Dolobenko, deputy for Petrov.

#ajor Bastleshankov, camp co nandsy.
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Ligutenant Antonisv, adjutant,

Gaptain Xassakov, supply officer.

Captain Madasov, larzl cfficer.

5/5#t Feuermann, chief imterpreter.,

Captain Karajeysv, a hospital staflf doctor,

The followins Russiasn and Gorman prisoners held responsible positions in the
canp:

Mlexander”, Russlan civilian; staff director.

Oottlleb Poriofed, srfurt resident of Baltic origing spoke fluent lussian;
became staff director after "Alexanderts" removal in March 1946,

Walter Berdt, of Gaberndorfi, near ‘».‘.'eimar; directed liegimant No, 1 after March
N

Alfrad Schmidt, of irfurty kitchen chief.

Fpits llauck ) Both from Hermsdorf and both
Frits Sof oossath } in charge of supnlies.

Foot iy it v

{fnu) Beauer, of irfurt; director of shep work.
fnuz Optlepp, of Velrmary chief of th: auto repsir shop.

Until Varch 1946, the Duchénwald cemp was run by Soviet DP's who had been
gelzed and imprisoned by the Russians. "Alexander", the staff director, cone
trollsd two Ukrainions, lsaders of the two regimen’os, and four other Russian
civilian prisoners., This staff of seven ran the labor ofiice, supply rooms,
and other departments and lssued orders to the other prisonsrs. During this
period, the camp strength included approximatsly 150 Russian prisoners, who
were used as mterpm.tors, hospital attendants, lahor supervisors, ete.

ALl thesa people were shipped vo the USSR in sarch 1946, at wh:.ch time Cerman
inmates took over the administrative dutles.

Prisoners

The majority of Buchenweld inmates were iormer Nazl party menmbers.  An
estimated ten to twelve pércent ware SFD and KPD men. The slightly larger
percaentags of SPD men consisted of thosae who had opposad, or had been accused
of opposing, the SPD-KPD merger; the KPD parsonalitiee were those congidered
to be gaboteurs by omission or commissiod, e.g., blirsermeisters who had
failed in their duties. Vowen prisoners were chiefly former officiuls or
marbers of Nazi organizations. The adelescent internese were accused of
Werewolf activities.

Prisoners sttached to Hepiment Ng. 2 were in great part members of the Berlin
inteéllipentsia: Remgergavichisrate, othoy Judees, povernment officiels and
employees, Industrislists, artists, journalists, stec., Some of them were
accused of having been membure of various Wazi groups. lost of thml;l‘d'
were not sccused of anything at sll, Bafore internment at Budhen ,
ese Derliners had been in Sachsenhausen, Fosen, Landsherg, Schneidemihl
and other concentration campss Accordin- to reliable accounts, approxinatsly
2,000 of them had died from dissase and axhsustion in the process of being
shippad around from one camp to another.
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10s Among other nationals detainéd =t Buchenwald were ie Berkelaar, a Flemlsh

13

writer; de Latrie; a Swiss consular official} and lisberland, who claimd to
@ a Paraguayan consul. BRetween larch and June 15,6, the camp contaired
six prisoncrs who were stripped of their American uniforms, given prisn

clothine ond immedietely assigned to the punitive battalion, |

other inmates, who had oon~

vereations with them, malnteined unat uhey We'm—lamerican soldiers who had
been seized in the Fussian Zona.

Gamp_Routine

Reveille sounded every morning at 0545 hours. Each block (approximately

600 persons to each) hed fiftecn minutes to wash at fifty water outlets,
without soap or towels, before falling out. Breakfast at, 0600 consisted

of ono liter of water and barley soups One hour was allowed for the dls~
tribution and consumption of food, At 0790 workers proceeded to their tasks,
while other prisoners returnsd to their blocks. Lunch,consisting of the
same soup, was issued from 1200 te 1400, after which work went on until 1600
hours. Supper, distributed at 1700, consisted of L3O grams of bread. On
Sundaye and holideys, the bread ration wes deareased.

Three roll calls werc made each day at unspaecified times in the mornimg,
durine the lunech period, snd after 1600 hours. uriaz the first two r0ll
ozlls, each block wes recuired to repert the number of prisoners sick and
at work. The avening call wad a paneral oune whlch everyons but those
Hospitalized had to attend. If the number of priscners preseat dld nd
agree with the Hussian figures, the call would be mepgated again and again,
with the sick from the hogpitsl being brought out on stretchers. A nofmal
call of this type took four hours but occasionally ran es long as eight or
ten hours.

Labor

The prisoners rerarded agsiznment to a lebor batiallon as e great fava,
Only twenty~five percent of the invates succeeded in obtaining sueh work.
The workers werc divided inio three categories:

At Up to 35 years, for heavy luhor such as road improvement, quarryln,
forestry, dnd coal heavinm.

R: TFrom 35 to 45, for camp ahops, repairs, bakine, kitchen, stc.
Yost of the tamp shops worked sxclusively for the soviet troops.

C: 45 to 60, for sewins, clsaning the camp grounds, ete.
Regtrictions

Thoge not assiemcd to labor were not allowed to entage in any activity what-
sosver., Hducational, cultural, or other pastimes were strietly forbidien.
A11 blocks were isoloted from eachh other by fonces and inmates of one block
were not permitted to mix with Jnmates of another. They were confinsd to

tha block unless called out. Use of the camp streels was forbiddea., ALl
prisoners were held incommunicado. They could not correspond witl relatiXes,
regeive letters or visitorse Anyone found in poseessgion of writing pper,
pencils, or pens was heavily punished, As a result of this confinsmett,
rumors flourished on a fantastic scale,[____ Jone of the prefemred
rumors was that the Americans wowld take over Buchenweld and release everycne

Punishmenta

The noymal routire of punishments wis as iollows:
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a. Lisht infractions caussed transfer to the punitive battalion whoge permanerh
strength consisted of 2.0 to 250 men, Those in it weré deprived of feod for
a certain number of days, could not contact anyone else, and were fortldden
to talk for speeifio periods.

b, Traasfer to the fermza bunker mesnt that tha prisoner was forbidden to
talk, dewrived of food for long pariods, and had to sleep on the floor with-
out covers. The averams torm of impriscnment was fifty days. Durdng

stay, six cases of insanity occurred as a result of incarceration in tnis
bunker.

¢, Transfer to the Russian bunker was applied to prisonsrs who would rot con-
fasas 4o cocusations brourht against thom durins MVJ interrogations. This
bunker was sven dirtier than the German cne; cleaning of the bunker was for-
bidden and prisoners wers not allowed to remove thelr excrenent for pariods
up to two weeks. | |a number of deaths and cases of insanity
oceurred amoaz those gantenced to this bunker.

d. Deportation to Russia was meted out te approximately 100 priscners

| This gentence had to be delivered by Captain

I
tedagov, the legal oificer.

Hygienic Copditions

The camp was senerally dirty and the blocks were filled with vormin. Prisoners
brought tc the camp were deprived of all their perscaal belongings and were
issucd clothing teken from dead inmates. The requisitioned clothing was

stored in the supply room and periodically shipped to the U3SH.

The lack of goap and the lack of washing facilities, except for fifteen
mimutes each morning, contributed to the spreading of disease.

RBach company had cne prisoner=barber. lack of disinfecting agents for the
instruments spread sycosis and meny men let their beards grow. After a
certain time, howsver, beards wers forbidden.

One prisvner-~doctor was assignad to every four blocks. He could recommend
transfer of siok prisoners to the hospital, but arproval had to be givea by
Captain Karsjeysv. The hospital's 600 beds were always oscupled during
sources's imprisonments The main diseases among tho inmates were typhus,
tuberculosis, dysentery, and skin maladies. Hospital patients were éubject
to striet discipline of a military type and infractions were punished by
transfer to the lsolation ward.

]
| The

averave daily number of deaths in the hospital was approximately fiftesn,
The highest number known [ |was thirty-six in one day during the
winter of 1945«46. Most of these deasths were due to pneumonia,

Inmates who died were buried within the camp after being stripped of all
elothing. For a time, the bodies wers placed in paper baegs and vovered
with lime and earth. The us2 of paper bags was then discontinued.
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